The Entente Offensive, Autumn, 1916
initiated about Christmas towards the Trotus had made no progress whatever. The great exhaustion of the troops, time and weather, all demanded the conclusion of the campaign. The line which Mackensen's Army Group now occupied was approximately the one we had intended to reach. The attack was broken off. The armies dug themselves in on the line on which they stood.
The second stage of the Rumanian campaign was over, thus bringing it to an end. It had been an operation rich in great deeds of valour of our brave troops, in tremendous decisions of the leaders, from junior officers to General Headquarters itself, in terrible anxieties also, which no one felt more intensely than I.
We had beaten the Rumanian Army; to annihilate it had proved impossible. We had done all that was possible, but found ourselves obliged to leave forces in the Dobrudja and Wallachia which we had been able to use on the East and West Fronts and in Macedonia before Rumania came into the war. In spite of our victory over the Rumanian Army, we were definitely weaker as regards the war position as a whole.
With the termination of the campaign in Rumania, the fighting of the autumn of 1916 was decidedly to our advantage. This triumph was obtained, not only on the battle-fields of Transylvania, Wallachia and the Dobrudja, where it had found its outward expression, but also in the struggle on the Western Front, on the Isonzo, in Macedonia and the East. It had been a concentration of our whole war strength with one aim—to ward off the Entente's onslaught and to retain the possibilities of existence. This onslaught had collapsed, and the resources of Wallachia were at our disposal. The immense superiority of the Entente in men and war material had been overcome by the bearing of our troops and the assurance and initiative of our leadership.
In defence, the German troops, in spite of many reverses, had proved their worth ; the Austrian troops had succumbed to the Russians ; the Bulgarians had frequently disappointed us, and the Turks had done what we expected of them.
In the battles of movement of the Rumanian campaign
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